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What I’ll cover today

1. Who we are
2. Why we exist
3. What support we provide
4. When a founder should connect with us
5. How a founder / investor can connect 

with us
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WHO WE ARE.
1.
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– We are a Crown Agency set up in 2002 to 
help stimulate investment into early-stage 
tech companies with high-growth potential.

– Aspire NZ Seed Fund (direct equity 
investments) 

– Elevate NZ Venture Fund (investments into 
venture capital funds).

– Market development mandate; $750k govt 
funding to help develop the early-stage 
ecosystem through programmes, events, and 
sponsorships.

NZGCP overview

Market 
Development 
Mandate



WHY WE EXIST.
2.
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To support New Zealand 
early-stage technology 
businesses and investors to 
be world-class.

Our purpose
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WHAT SUPPORT WE 
PROVIDE.
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Aspire.
– Invests directly into early-stage tech start-ups at 

proof of concept, pre-seed, seed and early 
expansion investment stages

– We co-invest alongside private capital investors
– Generalist fund, with investment focus on deep-

tech (including agri-tech, food-tech, clean-tech, life 
sciences, space, AI, and machine learning) and 
supporting emerging sectors

– 160+ active portfolio companies
– Up to 50 direct investments per year 

(new and follow-on)



Aspire investment focus.



Aspire investments.

Our latest investments …

Total # of companies 
invested in

268
Investments made 

in FY21 / 22 

39
Amount invested

in FY21 / 22

$14.1m



Elevate.
– $300 million fund-of-funds 
– Invests into venture capital funds; aimed at 

filling Series A and B capital gap for high-
growth tech companies

– The Guardians of NZ Superannuation Fund 
are responsible for delivery/oversight, 
NZGCP are appointed managers

– Commitments of $200m into 8 venture 
capital funds since launch in March 2020.



Elevate underlying funds.
Our commitments have resulted in over 100 
Kiwi tech start-ups being backed.

Fund 1 + Fund 2



Market development.
Sponsorship + support of capability-building 
programmes and initiatives.
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WHEN A FOUNDER / 
INVESTOR SHOULD 
CONNECT WITH US.

4.
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Investment stages.
Where in your start-up journey we could help you via investment



Investment support.



HOW A FOUNDER / 
INVESTOR CAN CONNECT 
WITH US.

5.
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Contact.
All connections can be made through NZGCP.CO.NZ 
(via LinkedIn or email)

– Connect with any NZGCP team member:
About Us > Our People

– Founders seeking investment in their tech start-up:
Funding > Aspire NZ Seed Fund > Apply for funding
(please read the FAQs before completing the application)

– Investors seeking co-investment into a tech start-up: 
Connect with Jacques Richter, Associate Investment Director

– Market development sponsorship support:
Connect with Katie Hickmer, Marketing Manager

– Venture capital funds seeking investment:
Funding > Elevate NZ Venture Fund > Apply for funding
(please read the FAQs + application guide before completing the application)



Thank you.
Let’s stay connected.
nzgcp.co.nz
info@nzgcp.co.nz
Connect with us on LinkedIn
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